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Bologna is a city where beauty is widespread and embraces 
the whole territory. Many small hidden gems stand out among 
the rolling hills and long expanses of land characterising 
the plains. Fortresses, castles, parish churches, timeless 
medieval towns are just some of the places that will amaze 
the most curious traveller.

How to get there
Bologna is easily reachable 
by the main modes of transport.

Bologna
     Bologna G. Marconi Airport
     Bologna Centrale Railway Station
     Motorways (A1-A14)



The Towns of Bologna

Pieve di Cento
Museums, the Town Hall, 
the Oratory of the Holy Trinity
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48 km
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22 km

29 km

San Giovanni in Persiceto
The Historic Carnival, the Square 
of deceptions by Gino Pellegrini

Budrio
Homeland of the ocarina, 
the complex of the 
Villas of the Malvezzi-
Campeggi family defined 
as "The Bolognese 
Versailles"

Dozza
The “Painted Wall” 
Biennale, 
the Emilia-Romagna 
Regional Wine Shop, 
the Fortress

Castel del Rio
Palace of the Alidosi, 
Bridge of the Alidosi, 
ancient chestnut woods

Castel San Pietro Terme
Thermal baths, Golf,  
the Cassero

Bologna



Dozza
It is considered one of the "most beautiful villages 
in Italy" and its historical centre is a proper open-
air museum. Over 90 works, created by great 
artists, embellish the façades and walls of the 
houses. Since 1960 the “Painted Wall” Biennale 
(Biennale del Muro Dipinto) takes place, an event 
that animates the town during the month of 
September and that makes Dozza a  unique town 
of its kind. The integrity of the original buildings 
dating back to the Middle Ages has remained 
preserved and the close symbiosis between 
the imposing fortress (whose undergrounds 
house the Emilia-Romagna Regional Wine Shop) 
located at the top of the town and the underlying 
residential settlement, which follows the route of 
the ancient walls, immediately communicate the 
balance between nature and human intervention.

Pieve di Cento
Pieve di Cento, once known as the "little 
Bologna" is an ancient town located within 
the UNESCO City Quadrilateral, which stands 
out for its beautiful arcades and a centre full 
of history. Do not miss a visit to the Town Hall 
(seventeenth-eighteenth centuries) that houses 
the Zeppilli Theatre, whose premises house a 
small Music Museum as well as documents and 
musical instruments coming from the School 
of Violin Making. Three museums offer the 
opportunity to make a journey through the art 
and history of the territory and beyond, from 
the Middle Ages to contemporary art: the Civic 
Art Gallery, the Museum of the Stories of Pieve 
and the MAGI '900 Museum of Art. In the end, 
we can mention the Collegiate church of Santa 
Maria Maggiore, with works of Guercino and 
Guido Reni, as well as the Oratory of the Holy 
Trinity.



San Giovanni in Persiceto
The name refers to the patron saint, while 
Persiceto indicates the place that in the times 
of Nonantola's supremacy was '' persecuted '' or 
rather dried up to be cultivated. San Giovanni in 
Persiceto is a very colourful town: home to the 
centenary historical carnival, it is noted for its 
large medieval historical centre, characterised by 
the original concentric layout. The characteristic 
shape of the old core of the city, called Borgo 
Rotondo (Round Town), dates back perhaps to 
the Lombard period. Do not miss the  colourful  
Betlemme square, renamed "La piazzetta degli 
inganni" ("The square of deceptions") because 
of the colourful and numerous trompe l'oeil 
paintings, made by the great set designer Gino 
Pellegrini, who after several years in Hollywood 
chose to return to Italy, in Bologna  and then to 
San Giovanni to spend the last years of his life.

Budrio
Budrio, the homeland of the ocarina, is a city 
full of monuments, which bear witness to its 
ancient splendour. A visit to Budrio would not be 
complete without having bought a sample of the 
musical instrument that here was invented: the 
ocarina, to which a curious museum is dedicated 
as well as an international festival that takes 
place every two years in odd years.
The surrounding area is really interesting: to be 
mentioned the hamlet of Bagnarola (4 km), a 
complex of private Villas known as "Bolognese 
Versailles", that offers a "true synthesis of all the 
architecture of the Bolognese villas", and the 
small village of Selva Malvezzi (10km).



Castel San Pietro Terme
Castel San Pietro Terme, a city with a strong 
touristic-thermal vocation, is located at the 
foot of the green hills of Bologna on the border 
between Emilia and Romagna. 
In 2005 it obtained the certification in "Cittàslow" 
("Slowcity"). Thanks to this certification, the city 
became part of the "International Network of the 
Cities of Good Living" distinguishing itself for 
the high quality of life and for the many services 
available to citizens and visitors: golf, mountain 
bike, or simply walking and basking in the sun  
in the green Lungo Sillaro Park. Do not miss  
the symbol of the city: the Cassero. Built in 1199, 
the year of the foundation of the town, it houses 
a recently renovated theatre.

Castel del Rio
The village of Castel del Rio, surrounded by 
woods and ancient chestnut woods, is located  
in the green and picturesque valley of Santerno 
on the border with the Tuscany Region. It is 
a centre of great historical value and with a 
calendar full of events that testifies a cultural 
vivacity, which is the expression of a strong link 
with traditions. The bridge of the Alidosi (1499) 
with its humpbacked arch of over 42 metres,  
is one of the most impressive ever built at the 
time. The main festival is the Sagra del Marrone 
IGP (PGI chestnut) of Castel del Rio, held every 
Sunday in October. Do not miss the visit to the 
Palace of the Alidosi, which also houses the 
Museum of War and of the Gothic Line as well  
as the Chestnut Museum.



eXtraBO Outdoor Infopoint
Piazza Nettuno 1/ab 
40124 Bologna
 T +39 051 6583109 
M extrabo@bolognawelcome.it

extrabo.com

When to visit the towns?
The towns deserve to be visited all year round. 
Each season offers colours, fragrances, tastes 
and activities to make the most of the territory.

Can I discover the towns through guided tours?
it is possible to visit and discover the towns thanks 
to themed tours (e.g.: food, slow, biking tours, ...) 
offered by specialised operators. 
For more information visit extrabo.com

How do I reach the towns?
All the towns cross nodal points of the network 
of public transport. For more information visit
the official website of the Bologna transport 
company tper.it or contact eXtraBO 
extrabo@bolognawelcome.it

Events not to be missed:
FEB Historical Carnival of San Giovanni in Persiceto
MAR Half-Marathon of the Four Doors, Pieve di Cento 

(2nd Sunday of the month
  Pieve city of art Weekend of culture, Pieve di 

Cento (end of March–beginning of April)
APR Ocarina International Festival, Budrio (odd years)
JUN Heavenly Night of the Thermal Baths,  

Castel San Pietro Terme
SEP The Painted Wall Biennale, Dozza  

(every two years)
OCT Sagra del Marrone IGP (PGI chestnut)  

of Castel del Rio


